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Future site of ALC playground.
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Malichi beats on the soft blocks to a song with teacher, Ms. Butler
[image: image9.jpg]



Carmela is busy using her imagination to build something.

I wonder what she’s making
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Have you noticed all the new faces at ALC?  Alpha Learning Center is growing!  Word is spreading about our quality early childhood program and spaces are filling quickly.  Potential parents are quickly impressed when they walk into our doors. According to our DCFS representative, Beth Girardier, this is one of the best Infant Toddler sites she has seen.  According to one parent “ALC is like a breath of fresh air. After visiting several childcare facilities, this is the first place I feel comfortable leaving my infant” 


Thanks to all the positive PR and parent referrals, ALC’s infant/toddler room is almost filled to capacity. On December 3, 2007 ALC officially opened up its second Classroom for ages 2 through 5. By the end of the summer we hope to open up a kindergarten classroom.


 Not only are our classrooms growing, our staff is too! ALC welcomes 6 new staff members on board. We just hired two new early childhood teachers, one after school teacher, two new assistants and an office manager.  The next time you drop off or  pick up your little one, take some time and meet the new staff.


 Please continue to refer friends, family, and co-workers to our facility. We believe the best form of advertisement is a recommendation from a happy parent.





Happy New Year! Thank you, to all the parents, staff, and supporters that participated in our Carson’s Community Day Fundraiser. We raised over $600!  The family of Amoni Matthews raised the most money and will receive a Gift card to the Olive Garden for going the extra mile! We are currently finalizing efforts for two more fundraisers.


This annual year’s fundraising goal is $10,000.  All money raised will go towards a new playground facility on site!  


Greater Walters AME  Zion Church has  set aside a large 35ft x 75ft lot in back of the main sanctuary as the future playground site. We hope to raise enough money so that construction can begin in the summer of 2008. 


The Playground will be enclosed by a wooden Fence. The lot will be divided into three play spaces to separate the infants and toddlers, the 2 through 5 year olds, and a black top surface space for riding tricycles, scooting toys, skates and bouncing balls.  The infant and toddler play area will be equipped with an age appropriate play structure and infant toddler swing. The 2 to 5 year old children’s play area will be equipped with an age appropriate play structure as well as a sand and water table and bouncing structures.  The space will also feature a canopy area for shade. 











You can’t  help but notice charming little Carmela with her two signature Afro Puffs greeting you as you walk into her classroom. Carmela Woods has been with ALC since the first week in September 2007. She was the first Toddler to transition from the infant toddler room to the preschool room, Carmela is almost 2 ½ years old and she is showing her new classmates the ropes! 


Carmela is becoming quite the big girl. She willingly gives up her paw- paw  (pacifier) ever day with no fuss before she starts her day at ALC. She is almost completely potty trained and she is a leader in her room.


Carmela is already developing a love for reading. Carmela’s favorite activity is being read to. Carmela loves to bring her teacher book after book so she can listen to the stories and look at the pictures. 





Handsome little Malachi Thurman is a member of our infant toddler class. Malichi has been with ALC since he was 4 months old.  We have seen Malichi reach many developmental mile stones since his arrival. Malichi can eat solid food, sit up, roll over and has begun to crawl backwards. It won’t be long before Malichi starts cruising around the classroom.





Malichi has a smile that will just melt anyone’s heart. He loves music. Just pop in a CD full of children’s songs and watch Malachi’s face light up. He sometimes beats on the soft blocks along with the  rhythm of the music. 


Malichi loves colorful book. Malichi also loves to watch himself in the mirror. He gets so excited when he sees his reflection. He tries to reach out and touch his image and laughs and giggles when he pats the mirror 











Alpha Learning Center is a non profit organization governed by a three member Board of Directors. It was founded in 2006 by Rhonda Butler and Nehezi Roberts. We regret to inform you that co-founder and board president of Alpha Learning Center, Nehezi Roberts has decided to move on and pursue other ventures. Ms. Roberts resigned from her position on November 6, 2007 for personal reasons. We wish Ms. Roberts well on any and all future endeavors. 


 The two remaining original board Members, Louise Butler, and Rhonda Butler, along with newly elected board member and ALC parent, Oji Eggleston, remain committed to ALC and continue to fulfill its educational mission.


If you are interested in serving on our board please let us know!








Hello ALC Parents,


Welcome to the preschool class of ALC, where we are very imaginative and ready to discover new things. The preschool children will be working on developing their social and academic skills. During our morning circle time we will discuss the weather, learn our numbers, shapes, colors, and alphabets. A lot of this will be done through song, games, and various art projects. 


Our class is set up to encourage choice and foster independence. Throughout the day, many activities will require children to use problem solving skills. Children will be read to daily to help create a love of reading and develop pre-reading skills.


We will also have potty training, where the children will learn to independently go to the potty. During this process we would like full cooperation from parents  by having your child wear accessible clothes and have plenty of potty training supplies.  A letter detailing to the potty training process will go home shortly. Parents must sign and return the potty training form. If we work together, you child will be potty trained in a short while.  





Dear Parents, 





Mikaela, Ronia, and Malachi can now roll over and sit up. Ronia has mastered crawling and  is starting to pull up,. Soon, she will be cruising all over the place Our precious infants have come a long way. Let’s clap our hands for our little ones for meeting these developmental milestones! 





Young infants are developing many important motor skills.  They need the opportunity to practice new motor skills over and over again. At ALC, infants are given a safe secure environment to explore with care givers close by to encourage their curiosity and independence. 





In the infant toddler classroom we try to give infants plenty of floor time and encourage movement.   This will help the infants to develop the arm strength necessary for reaching, pulling up and crawling. 





Our older infants and toddlers are learning how to feed themselves. 








Dear Parent’s 


Please see the office manager, Robin Butler if you need an end of the year 2007 childcare  payment summary for tax purposes. They will be available by January 31.


I am excited to announce Alpha Learning Center’s new website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.alphadaycare.com" ��www.alphadaycare.com� The site is still under construction, but many things have already been posted to the website. 


Please log on and see your child in action in the website’s photo gallery. You will also find an electronic copy of the parent handbook, news letter and other useful documents in the parent section.


Also, as mentioned earlier, we have a $10,000 fund raising goal for the 2008 year. Each family has committed to helping raise a minimum of $200 per school year as stated in the parent handbook. Many families have already satisfied at least half their fundraising commitment by participating in the Carson’s Community Day.  


The main purpose of the fundraising efforts is to build a playground on site.  We have posted our proposed playground project on Kaboom, a website dedicated to helping facilitate playground construction and renovations. We have proposed a June 7th playground build date. We are looking for as many volunteers as possible for our build date. Please let us know if you can volunteer your time to help enhance your child’s school.


In addition to raising money on our own, we are also looking for corporate sponsorship. If you know of any corporations looking to invest in the community please let me know. For further information on our playground project please log on to � HYPERLINK "http://projects.kaboom.org/alphalearningcenterplayspace" ��http://projects.kaboom.org/alphalearningcenterplayspace� Alpha Learning Center Inc is a non profit 501C3 corporation which means ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 


As always, we strive to provide the best care possible for your child. Please let me know if you have any suggestions on how we can improve our program.


Sincerely,                   Rhonda Butler, Director  





     





Attention all tired, overworked, and underappreciated parents! We are giving you a break! As our gift to you, once a month, Alpha Learning Center will sponsor Parent’s Night Out. The purpose of Parent’s Night Out is to give parents a break, a chance to relax or spend quality time with their mate. It’s our small way of helping the black family stay together. Use this time to go out on a date with your mate, take a bubble bath, have some alone time, catch a movie, read a book or do absolutely nothing!


We realize the stress a new baby or energetic toddler can put on a relationship. We know how much of your attention a child demands. We understand all that you sacrifice to make sure your little one has the best. We think all our parents work hard and deserve a break.


For one Saturday evening a month, let us relieve you of all your duties as a parent. You can relax and enjoy yourself knowing your child is receiving the best care possible while you are away.  And the best part of it all is……it’s absolutely free!


When: Saturday, January 26, 2008


Where: Alpha Learning Center 


Time: 6 pm to 10 pm 


Cost: Free to all ALC students


RSVP by signing our sign up sheet at the front desk








Ernestine Clark, teacher assistant in the Infant/toddler room, has been with ALC since it opened its doors on August 20, 2007. Ms. Clark retired from the Federal Reserve Bank in 2004 after serving 36 years and 7 months.  


Ms. Clark comes to ALC with a passion for helping others. Over the pass thirty years, Ms. Clark has helped raise 4 nieces and 1 nephew. Her dedication, experience, passion for helping others and nurturing spirit make her a valuable member of the ALC team.


Ms. Clark volunteers her time at ALC on a daily basis because she believes in ALC’s mission and purpose. Working at Alpha Learning Center is only one of many ways Ms. Clark gives back to the community. She is also a deaconess at Emmanuel Baptist Church.
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“…this (ALC) is one of the best infant and toddlers sites she has seen”


- Beth Girardier, DCFS






















































































